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Dear Madame/Sir, 

As of June 17, 2013 the peaceful and democratic demonstrations held by citizens at 

Istanbul Gezi Park who are enjoying their rights to participate into the city life, freedom of 

expression, right to assembly have reached to its 21
st
 day. Due to the police violence against 

to the people, these demonstrations turned to protests calling for basic rights and freedoms all 

over Turkey.  

While negotiations were continuing between protestors and Government on 15 June 

2013, a massive attack was carried out against the center of protests at Gezi Park due to Prime 

Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s order. The Police forces attacked the park, where the 

forums were organized and children and older people attended, through firing tear gas 

chemicals, pressurized water, rubber bullet, nightstick in the manner of excessive use of force. 

Police forces didn’t only attack the park but also attacked the hotels where protestors 

sheltered and medical infirmaries set up by volunteer physicians of Turkish Medical 

Association and also fired tear gas chemicals to the hospitals located around Taksim. The 

medical infirmaries were attacked in a way that has never been seen during war time and 

some of the physicians were taken under custody. The physicians who are providing medical 

care under these tough circumstances, to anyone who is in need of medical support shall be 

under protection of international human rights instruments and World Medical Association 

decisions. In this respect, the attacks towards the physicians are unacceptable. 

According to the Turkish Medical Association on 17 June 2013; 7642 people were 

injured in protests across Turkey.  Regretfully, one of the protestors was shot to death by a 

definite police officer who has not been suspended from duty; one of the protestors was killed 

by police forces whose head was shot by tear gas canister. One of the protestors was killed by 

a car driver who intentionally crashed into crowds. One of the protestors lost his life during 

the vicious fire of tear gas chemicals.  A police officer felt down and died while chasing a 

protestor and a cleaning servant was deteriorated because of the tear gas chemicals and 

couldn’t be recovered and died.  

According to HRFT statistic, the number of the detained people across Turkey as of 17 

June 2013 has reached 3091. Yet, we estimated that the number might be more than it. 6 
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people have been imprisoned. 48 people were taken under custody because of the twitter 

messages they sent.  

As of June 18, 2013 Progressive Lawyers Association declared that hundreds of 

people’s houses are under raid and they are taken into custody in Ankara and Istanbul with a 

claim of “being member of illegal organizations” under Anti-Terror Law.  

As a conclusion, during last 21 days, notably prohibition of torture, fundamental rights 

and freedoms have been seriously violated.  We appreciate and welcome the efforts and 

responses of people and institutions to our previous urgent calls. Unfortunately, these were 

insufficient to prevent the violation of rights. Thus, we urgently call you to force Turkey to 

put an end to breach human rights and freedoms.  

 

Şebnem Korur Fincancı 

HRFT President 

 


